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Forward by the Chair 

Dear pharmacy colleagues, 

It's been a year of ups and down for us all. 

Funding for health and social care, which will impact on pharmacy through our 
commissioned services with the CCG and the Local Authority has been devolved to 
Greater Manchester, plus the Government gave pharmacy an ultimatum for financial cuts 
in a letter to the PSNC in December. 

Your LPC has led the campaign to fight against the cuts with engagement with all three 
of our MPs, plus highlighting the possible impact on the pharmacy network to our NHS 
and council colleagues. We have promoted the materials for patient engagement with 
the pharmacy petitions. Let's hope they listen and the impact is reduced from the 
original proposal from the government. 

Bolton has continued to maintain our commissioned services and helped our contractors 
to have a second chance at the substance misuse tender. 

The Healthy Living Pharmacy scheme has gone from strength to strength with Bolton 
leading the way and influencing the national and Greater Manchester requirements for 
self accreditation which will come to fruition in the summer. 

Community Pharmacy Greater Manchester continues to engage with the Devo Manc 
agenda and hopes to secure funding for a pilot service within community pharmacy 
which may well lead the way to a national service. Members of Bolton LPC also sit on 
various Local Professional Network pharmacy workstreams which should influence where 
pharmacy is in the future. 

We continue to mediate on areas of conflict with the CCG which includes prescription 
direction and repeat ordering systems, and have helped with the uptake of ETP and 
summary care records. 

We wait with anticipation for the outcome of the pharmacy cuts, but rest assured Bolton 
LPC will continue to fight the corner for all our pharmacy contractors. 

Wishing you all a prosperous 16/17. 

Karen Rice 
Chair Bolton LPC
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AIMS AND OBJECTIVES 

The Local Pharmaceutical Committee is the independent, autonomous body 
recognised as representing Pharmacy Contractors in its locality.  

The LPC Chief Officer is happy to give advice on contractual and service issues. 
Over the last year these have been varied and include: 

• Pharmacy Regulation 
• PharmOutcomes and service data capture 
• Electronic Prescription Service  
• Summary Care Records 
• Prescription pricing and reimbursement issues  
• Information Governance 
• Prescription direction 
• Contract applications  
• Enhanced services delivery and commissioning 
• Training and self-declaration 
• Post payment verification 
• Pharmacy Services commissioned by the Local Authority, CCG and NHSE 
• Prescription ordering systems 



MEMBERSHIP 

Members of the Committee during 2015-16 were: 

The Chief Officer and members have all signed the principles of good corporate 
governance, declarations of interest and confidentiality agreements, which are 
available for inspection on request to the Chief Officer.  

OFFICERS 

Chairman   Karen Rice 
Vice-Chair   Joanne Myatt 
Treasurer         Keith Williams 
Chief Officer         Louise Gatley 
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LPC MEMBER REPRESENTING ATTENDANCE

Karen Rice (Chair) AIMp 6/6

Keith Williams (Treasurer) Independent 5/6

Joanne Myatt (Vice-Chair) CCA 6/6

Chiman Patel AIMp / Independent 4/6

Utam Patel AIMp / Independent 5/6

Mohammed Patel Independent 6/6

Gulam Arsiwala AIMp 4/6

David Lees CCA 5/6

Robert Heaton CCA 3/6

Graeme Kilcross Independent 4/6

Asif Adam CCA 5/6



ACTIVITIES 

1. Applications 
NHSE consults the LPC over any Application relating to Pharmacy Contracts.  

During the period of this report we were asked to consider: 

New Contract Applications (Unforeseen Benefits)    1   
New Contract Applications (Exempt – Internet/Mail Order)   3 
No significant change relocation        1 
  
2. Pharmaceutical Services Negotiating Committee 
The Government consults this body on matters relating to Community Pharmacy, 
including remuneration; the North West Regional Representative is Mark Collins. He 
attends our meetings when possible and organises Regional LPC meetings that 
enable local LPCs to exchange information and share some of the workload. 

The Chair and Chief officer attended the LPC Chairs and Secretaries Annual 
Conference LPC Annual Meeting in November. 

3. Community Pharmacy Greater Manchester 
CPGM has been the central point of contact for the NHS England Area Team, though 
they still work directly with the LPC when appropriate.  

Bolton LPC has been heavily involved with discussions and plans for the formation of 
a single LPC for Greater Manchester. 

Post year-end note: Following the year end a contractor vote did not support the 
proposal for Bolton LPC to merge with the other Greater Manchester LPCs.  

4. NHS England & the Greater Manchester Area Team  
The NHS Commissioning Board (NHS CB), which is known as NHS England, was 
established on 1 October 2012 as an executive non-departmental public body. 

The organisation has three distinct, but interconnected roles: 
• A leader and enabler of the overall commissioning system – supporting CCGs to 

commission services for their communities; 
• A direct commissioner – securing continuously improving quality from the services it 

omissions, including primary care; and 
• A system wide leader for quality improvement – collaborating with other parts of 

the system, including Public Health England and Health Education England. 

4. The Greater Manchester Area Team 
The Greater Manchester Area Team is the ‘local’ arm of the organisation and as such 
it is the part of NHS England that pharmacy contractors and LPCs will have most 
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contact with. They are responsible for determining applications for pharmacy 
contracts, contract monitoring and pharmacy opening hours.  

CPGM continued their work at a GM level on behalf of Bolton LPC throughout 
2015-16. 

5. Bolton Clinical Commissioning Group 
Clinical commissioning groups were set up as part of the reforms outlined in the 
Health and Social Care Act 2012 to ensure commissioning is led by GPs and other 
clinicians. They became an NHS organisation on 1 April 2013 when they formally took 
over from NHS Bolton. 

The CCG have continued to commission the palliative care service from pharmacies 
across Bolton. The LPC is committed to working with the CCG to develop services 
which meet the needs of the Bolton Locality Plan. 

The CCG has continued to focus heavily on waste and reducing prescribing costs. The 
LPC use every opportunity to highlight the problems faced by contractors as a result 
of CCG decisions regarding branded generics, rebate schemes and repeat ordering 
systems and the impact on pharmacy income. The LPC continues to discuss the 
ongoing issues of prescription direction. 

6. Bolton Local Authority 
The Local Authority continued to commission several services from community 
pharmacy: 
•  Sexual Health Services 
•  Stop Smoking Services 
•  Drug Services 

The LPC has continued to work closely with the Local Authority through our key 
commissioning officers. 

HLP has continued to thrive with the second awards event being held in November. 

7. Wider Stakeholders 
The Committee continues to attend meetings relevant to pharmacy which include: 
• The Local Intelligence Network 
• Public Health Liaison 
• Electronic Prescription Service Project Board 
• CCG Medicines Management Liaison 
• Healthy Living Pharmacy Project Board 
• Urgent Care Board 
• HealthWatch 
• Local Councillors 
• Members of Parliament 
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8. Contractor Communications 
The LPC website is our primary way of communicating with contractors and we will 
continue to develop this as a resource for pharmacies. Suggestions for content are 
always welcome.  LPC Officers and buddies may also occasionally phone you; we are 
grateful to you all for the valuable feedback and information you are able to provide. 

The LPC has recently started to use both Twitter and Facebook. 

9. Meetings 
The Committee holds bimonthly meetings. Details are available from the LPC Chief 
Officer and are also listed on the LPC website. 

10. Pharmacy Cuts 
The LPC has worked hard to engage local stakeholders regarding the proposed cuts 
to pharmacy funding. The LPC were pleased to engage with the three Bolton MPs an 
would like to thank both Hootons Pharmacy and Market Pharmacy for hosting an MP 
visit. 
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